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Latest Happenings
The Teresina Sisters (St. Therese of the Child Jesus), a
Tanzanian Catholic order with their home base in the
neighboring Iringa province, have partnered with Fr
Bruno and sent 3 sisters to Ibumila UPENDO Village.
As their Mother Superior, Sr. Teresina Gervasia Kindole
explained, one of the charisms of their missionary orders
is working with vulnerable children, especially orphans,
so TOUCO is a great match for them. We are very
excited to have their help and experience and
enthusiasm!
St James Cathedral Choir from Njombe visits Ibumila

Sr. Margareth (above left) brings administrative and book
keeping skills, Sr. Frida (above right) is heading up
Catechesis and Matron development, and Sr. Stella is
leading the efforts to improve farming across the 5 sites.

The Ibumila church has become a real community hub.
Daily mass is now celebrated with the younger children,
Matrons, and Sisters. And on Sundays neighbors from
the surrounding villages gather. Villagers have formed
an adult choir, in addition to the TOUCO children’s’
choir. In July there was a special occasion of Baptism
for one of the children, Maria, and Confirmation for
Matron Christener. Visiting choirs brought gifts to
support the children, and sang at the Mass and outdoor
party that lasted much of the day. See www.TOUCO.org
web site for some video of the very memorable occasion.

Construction of the 3 latest family UPENDO houses at
Ibumila (2) and Mafinga (1, pictured below) was
completed in 2018. Much needed space was added for
the 50 additional children that arrived in late 2017.

Kindergarten Has Started…

Food Security Project – The Granary (In progress)

July 2018 – Idaho Appreciation Dinners
Fr Bruno flew back to Idaho in July 2018 to visit with old
friends and share the extensive work and successes of the last 2
years. During his 2 week stay, he split his time between Boise
and Northern Idaho, celebrated Mass at Nazareth, and saw
many folks at the 2 donor appreciation dinners. Thank you to
all who helped put these fun evenings together, and to all who
attended. It was heartwarming to see how much love and
support Fr Bruno has for his work!

Teacher Esther (TOUCO graduate) and her students

2019 Plans

The granary will provide food storage for several years,
allowing optimal price purchasing of the basic food
staples: corn, wheat, beans, rice. It is designed with tight
tolerances, allowing for safe storage and no spoilage.
Tanzania has a history of droughts, including one in
2017.

• Continue to house, feed, clothe, educate, love, guide,
teach, encourage these 110 beautiful children!
• Complete the Madeke farm workers’ house.
• Major tree planting efforts at Ikangasi and Madeke.
• Fish ponds – Mafinga and Madeke.
• Water security project for Ibumila – Planning.
• Driver training for Sisters and tractor operator Boaz.
• Purchase a reliable 4x4 truck and motor bike.
• Improvements in farming and self-sufficiency efforts.
• Ongoing training and catechesis for Matrons.
• Support for the Ibumila Sewing Cooperative.
THANK YOU to all of our TOUCO supporters!!
Please check out the Alternative Gifting Christmas
Cards included in this mailer, and continue your
prayerful and generous support.

May you and your family have a joyful Advent and
Christmas, and a blessed new year.
Make donation checks payable to:
TOUCO Inc
C/O Marilyn Chastain, Treasurer
2990 N. Leisure Dr.
Email: touco.orphans@gmail.com
Website: www.touco.org
Boise, Idaho 83704

